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24. (Amended) The fiber bundle of Claim 17, wherein said fiber bundle comprises a 
otal of about 8 to about 48 microfilaments. 






(Amended) A fiber bundle comprising a plurality of elastomeric polyurethane 
microfilaments ^hd^a plurality of plastically deformed non-elastomeric polypropylene 
microfilaments which ^bsinore bulked than said elastomeric microfilaments substantially 
surrounding said elastomeric pbiwrethane microfilaments, said elastomeric polyurethane and 
non-elastomeric polypropylene nfiicroftlMrients originating from a common multicomponent fiber 
having elastomeric polyurethane and non-elaStomeric polypropylene components which split 
upon thermal activation, wherein the weight ratio ofth^non-elastomeric polypropylene 
microfilaments within the fiber bundle is substantially identr«;^l to the weight ratio of the 
polypropylene component within the multicomponent fiber. 

30r\ (Amended) A fabric comprising a plurality of elastomeric microfilaments and a 
plurality of plastic^H^^deformed non-elastomeric microfilaments which are more bulked than 
said elastomeric microfilaments, said elastomeric and non-elastomeric_microfilaments 
originating from a conraion multic^i^igonent fiber having elastomeric and non-elastomeric 
components, wherein said elastomeric pol)^nqrhas a solubility parameter (5) sufficiently 

different from said non-elastomeric polymer so thaT'Said elastomeric component and said non- 
elastomeric component split upon thermal activation and fiipt|ier wherein the weight ratio of the 
non-elastomeric microfilaments within the fiber bundle is substanti^y identical to the weight 
ratio of the non-elastomeric component within the multicomponent fibehs 

32. (Amended) A product comprising the fabric of Claim 30, selected from the group 
consisting of synthetic suede and filtration media. 




Please cancel Claimsj3^hrough 47 without prejudice or disclaimer to the filing of 
divisional applications thereon. 
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(Amended) A splittable multicomponent fiber comprising: 
at least oh^omponent comprising an elastomeric polymer, which is elastically deformed 
so that said elastomenc'ismnponent is capable of substantially complete recovery to its original 
length upon release of drawin^vtension; and 

at least one component com|)i;ising a non-elastomeric polymer, which is plastically 
deformed so that said non-elastomeric cohi^onent maintains substantially its same length after 
drawing upon release of drawing tension, 

wherein said elastomeric polymer has a soluBH^U^ parameter (5) sufficiently different from 

said non-elastomeric polymer so that said elastomeric comjKment and said non-elastomeric 
component split upon thermal treatment and said elastomeric anSnion-elastomeric polymer 
components are arranged in distinct unocclusive cross-sectional segmei" 



^1 



(Amended) A fabric comprising a plurality of splittable multicomponent fibers 
corfiprising at l^a^one polymer component comprising a non-elastomeric polymer which is 
plastically deformed s^'-tti^ said non-elastomeric component maintains substantially its same 
length after drawing upon relea&&sQf drawing tension and at least one polymer component 
comprising an elastomeric polymer wnifch^ elastically deformed so that said elastomeric 
component is capable of substantially complet^'^overy to its original length upon release of 
drawing tension and release of adhesion to the non-efe&tomeric component; 
wherein said elastomeric polymer has a solubility paramete?*^ sufficiently different from said 

non-elastomeric polymer so that said elastomeric component and s^Wsnon-elastomeric 
component split upon thermal activation and said elastomeric and non-elasteqieric polymer 
components are arranged in distinct unocclusive cross-sectional segments. 



Please cancel Claims 60 ~pl without prejudice or disclaimer to the filing of divisional 
applications thereon. 
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Please add the following new claims: 



^3. A fiber bundle comprising a plurality of elastomeric microfilaments and a 
plurality oi plastically deformed non-elastomeric microfilaments which are more bulked than 
said elastomeric microfilaments, said elastomeric and non-elastomeric microfilaments 
originating froirka common multicomponent fiber whose cross section consists of contiguous 
segments of elastotoeric and non-elastomeric components, wherein said elastomeric polymer has 
a solubility parametek(6) sufficiently different from said non-elastomeric polymer so that said 

elastomeric componentVid said non-elastomeric component split upon thermal activation and 



after separation the elaston^ric and non-elastomeric niicrofilaments^canjerecon^^ 
cumulatively define the approximate cross section of said multicomponent fiber. 

64. A fiber bundle coirorising a plurality of elastomeric microfilaments and a 
plurality of plastically deformed nonSelastomeric microfilaments which are more bulked than 
said elastomeric microfilaments, said elastomeric and non-elastomeric_microfilaments 
originating from a common multicomponbit fiber having elastomeric and non-elastomeric 
components, w^herein said elastomeric polymer has a solubility parameter (5) sufficiently 

different from said non-elastomeric polymer s\that said elastomeric component and said non- 
elastomeric component split upon thermal activation and further wherein said elastomeric and 
non-elastomeric microfilaments exhibit comparableaieniers. 

65. A fiber bundle comprising a plurality of elastomeric microfilaments and a 
plurality of plastically deformed non-elastomeric microfilaments which are more bulked than 
said elastomeric microfilaments, said elastomeric and non-emstomeric microfilaments 
originating from a common multicomponent fiber having elastomeric and non-elastomeric 
components, wherein said elastomeric polymer has a solubility parameter (5) sufficiently 

different from said non-elastomeric polymer so that said elastoment component and said non- 
elastomeric component split upon thermal activation and further whetein the denier of said fiber 
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■bpndle arid the den ier uf said mullicomponent fiber arc subslaulially IdeiiliLaL ^ 
66. A splittable bicomponent fiber comprising: 

a firsifcqmponent comprising an elastomeric polymer, which is elastically deformed so 
that said elastomenfescomponent is>capable of substantially complete recovery to its original 
length upon release of di^awing tm^ctJfv, and 

a second component cbmpris^ a non-elastomeric polymer, which is plastically 
deformed so that said non-elastoni^lic component maintains substantially its same length after 
drawing upon release of drawing tension>v 

wherein said elastomeric polymer hasVsolubility parameter (5) sufficiently different from 

said non-elastomeric polymer so that said first cort^Kment and said second component split upon 
thermal treatment. \, 



